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The Sun—No Malls-Our Troops In Horthern
Virginia.

At pime o'clock this forenoon the sun was seen dis-
tincily by the naked eye, a fact for which even we our-
relves, who are near-sighted, can vouch from personal
knowledge.

As yet there are no mails from cither North or Soath,
owing, no doubt, to the weather. The rails must be
perizetly caoted with ice, as is every piece of wocd,
metal or stone abont town. Of course if this is the
here on the seaboard, it must be still more g0 in the

We mast abide onr time with what patience
we can muster up.

Wasn't it dark last night ? conld it have becn dark-
er? We think not. A transformation is apparent this
morning in the appearance of the trees and shrabbery.
All those not (uite denuded of their leaves, and some
that are, claim «Mnity inform with the weeping willow,
their twies and branches, which fermerly pointed up-
wards. beinr all turned down droopingly, owing to the
great weight of frezen water which they bave to sue-
tain. A little more and some of the loftier evergreens,
having bent as mnch as their patare will allow, must
Seme elender twigs which we examined this
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break.
mornine looked like long icicles, with a thin thread run-
ning through them.

Aud yet the actual cold is by no means intense—
very little, indeed, below freezing point. T'te mud in
the streets is etill mud and the most disagreeable sort
of mud. Inno place is the surface of the ground suffi.
ciently bardened to make the walking good. The celd
rain, ae it falls slow!ly on the trees, fences and other ex-
posed places where ice haa already formed, becomes
chilled a very few degrees and adds its weight to the
fromen mass.

Some years ago the Wilmington and Weldon R. R.
trains were considerably detained in passing on trestles
or embankments throuzh certain swamps oa the line,
the trees on each side, made heavy by thbe ice accumula-
ted on their branches, baviog bent down to the_track,
getting in the why of the cars and even some branches
"\'hully' broken down getting on the rails themselves.—
It is not improbable that this may be the casc ‘to-day'
and, perhaps, for some days, for the weather gives uo
sign of moderation or even of change.

It trying to be deprived of our usual mail facilitics,
It is not easy to get out a paper wholly without ex-
chenges, remiading us of the Egyptian brick-making of
the children of Israel, to whom Pharaoh would give o
strf%—lor they put straw in their brick in those days,
that is, their sandried bricks or adobes—which both
the Assyriaas aod Egyptians used for mapy purposcs
in their dry climale. Dbut this is only a petty annoy-
ance compared with that to which those are subjected
who have to bide the peltings of the pitiless storm,
and we allnde to it simply by way of explanation, and
not of complaict.

Speaking of cold, we had the pleasure yesterday of |

meeting cne of our youag friends, Captain Porssoy, just
f-om the army of Northern Virginia, which he [eft on
Mond:y last. It was spowing then, and ¢ ccld as
blezza,” bat the men were cheerful, and upon the whole-
comfortable. Owing to the wisc and fortunate provi,
gion made by North Carolina in getting goods for her
troops througl: the blockade, the wants of ber soldiers
were generally supplied. Notice had been given that
shoes and bluokets would be distributed, in which arti-
cles a deficiency had berctofore existed. In this con-
nection much eredit is dae to Goveroor Y ancg, and it
is cheerfully’accorded by us.

It is really reireshing to mark the hearly and cheer-

fal tone of our young men who occasionally
get o furlough irom the Tarmy of Northern

Virginia, to visit their homes bere. It stands out in
striking contrast to the querulons tene of tco many at
home, who bave boroe no hardships and exposed their
persons to no dangers.  All honor to our noble boys
from whatever section of the State or of the Confede—
racy they may have come. This town and this section
need not be ashamed of their represeniatives in the
fizld. Many, too wany, sleep in hocored graves, al-
though o mounnments yet mark their resting places .
but there is reeson to be thavkful that so many still

garvive, and, we traaf, will survive to wear the honors
they buve g0 nobly won.— Daily Journel, Sth.

GoiNe UFr.—We sappose that some parties hava
gone: and that otbers wiil go off to aveid the conscrip-
tion, or to escapz the existing troubles; but we think,
in fact we koow, that our cotemporaries at a distanze
are greatly mistaken io gupposing that. many of them
will leave thiough the blockade. The orders on that
head are altogetker too siringent, and their enforcement
here tou strict to permit that game being carried on —
in we do not think that “ Baren Konig 7 is
not the only party who fecls aggrieved by General
Wiarring, or that the nunobending firmpess cf
that cilicer rot ndeed made enemies amorg
those who bad made arzangements to leave the country.
Persons cannot lcave the coantry throag

faet

has

h this port
T'bose liablo
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unless they have a perfeet right 1o do so.
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second J o i that it e * a bard road to travcl.”
Parties wili be uuch more apt 1o scek an exit through
the encmy’s lines, if at ull.  After they have done so
they will tind that they have: jumped out of the frying-
pau into the fire.-
It will scen that Coogress has taken the maltter
earncstly ic hawd, and will apply the most stringent

measures in regard to property, ete.
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“« Herues,” the Richmond correspondent of the
Charleston MMercury, writing noder date of the st in-
stant, says:

At tho War Department it is believed that the main at-
tack of the enemy will be upon Wilmington, aod svch is
the opinion of the N. C. delegation. What prepaisations
have been made t5 defeat this or any other attack on the
cosst from Wilmington to Bavannah, I cannot say.

Nrw OgrrLeaNs.—The very name of the Crescent
City once brought to the mind only ,thoughts of victo-
ry and visions of glory. The laurels of its ancient de-
f.nders are slill green, and the deeds of their sons on
many & batile-ficld during the present war show that
they are not unworthy of their illustrious desoent.—
Still, aithough no dishonor attaches to the people of
New Orleaus, recent events, which have sabjected it to
at lcast ag galling a tyraony as that which it esoaped
nearly fifty ycars ago, cause thoughts of sogrow and
bumiliation to mingle with those feclings of pridp with
which the asoriverzary of the batte of Chalmette used
only to be hailed.

Well, this is the 8th cf January—the acniversary
of a day ever memorable in the annals of the ceuatry.
1ts glories should be kept in remembrance to stimulate
the men of the present day to emulate the exertions that
achieved them, and to keep alive bope, by showing that
nothing is impossible to brave men fighting for their
country. In this spirit the Louisianians, now denizers
of the town of Wilmington, celebrate the day, and keep
Bp the old association.—Daily Journal, 8th.
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No NomTuERN Mamn, yer—The detention on the
Wilmington & Weldon Rail Road yesterday was caused
by a tree which bad broken down gnd fallen across the
track, some fifteen to twenty miles from Wilmington
The engine afid tender of- the merning down mail trniri
were throwu off the frack, and the en gineer and fireman
pretty severely though not dangerously injured. No.
body clee was burt, which was providential.

It arves vs RINORRE PLEASURE to mark the manuet
ia which the appoihtment of our fellow citizea, Hoo.
Gro. Davrs, to the position of Oonfederate Attorney |
Genperal is received by the press of the country. His
merit and qualifications are recognised in & most kindly
and liberal epirit, generally, indeed without exception,
80 far ag we have seen.
For many years we knew Mr. Divis as a political
opponent, we being a supporter and be an opponent of
the Democratic party, until the oecurrence of the cir-
cumatances which, culminating in the present war, si-
lenced the voice of mere party in every patriot’s breast,
and merged all other feelings in those of devotion to the
Confederate cause, and anxlety for ita success. 1t iadue
to Mr. Davis to say that in all that time he could never
be classed as a mere politician, nor did we ever know
him to indulge in bitterness or vituperation against the
' membe: s of the party opposed to him. When delegates
were sent to a peace conlerence by a Legislature con
taining a decided Democratio msjority, Mr, Davis was
elected ¢s ore of those delegates. While serving in
that capacity be became convinced of the certaiaty and
imminency of the crisis, and on bis return fo Wilmingtoa
addressed an immense audience in the Theatre, proclaim-
|ing his eonvictions of the hopelessness of any attempt
at conciliation, owing to the fixed determination of the
North neither to respect the sacred rights nor listen to
the post demands of the Scuth. 'We recollect the ce-
casion ns though it were yesterday. It wasa very
| few weeks before the issusnce of Mr. LinooLx’s pro-
olametion, which set the seal upon the matter, and
closed the door against the bope of reconciliation with
even the most hopeful. )
Mr. Davrs was chosen one of the first Confederate
| Senators from North Caroline, drawing the short term.
He was chosen by a Legislatare having a large Demo-
cratic majority, and life-long Whig thoogh be bad been,
was* supported by the representatives from such ex-—
treme Democratic countics as New Hanover, Daplin,
&c., &c. That was bad for Mr. Davis. Those by
whom he was eupported were willing to throw aside
party, end did throw it ¢3‘de—they would not obey
th: b= s« of a certain rule or ruin clique—they op-
! making party issues—therefore they were called
s clque « destructives,” and Mr. Davrs, as not
eitt¢ bowing down to the clique aforesaid, calling it-
gell * ¢ 1servative,” although in fact he was more tru-
ly conscrvative than it, nor cursing and demounciag
those with whose principles he agreed, although they
were called * destructives,” was marked for destruction
by the conservatives who ruled the roast last winter.—
Ilie was turned out sans ceremonis. The reeeption
which his nomination to a cabinet appointment has
met with from the Senate and the country, shows that
reither agree with the Holdenite party of North Caro-
liva in their war upon public men, whose only fault is
deyotion to their country.

Ve eliude to these matters with noe disposition to
réflect, “ for party purpoees,” upon fhe eminent gentle-
man (Llon. Wai. A. Grasax,) who sucozeds Mr. Davs
in the Uonfederate Senate, but simply to illustiate the
character of parties es they now stand in North Caro-
lina, ani to show how urjust is the stigma endeavored
| to be cast upon those sneeringly denomiuated * dsstruo-
tives. Mr. Davis, never a Demoerat—not an original
gecessionist, but, on the contrary, one who beld on to
the hopes of the Ugion until all hope had failed, was
| elected by a Democratic Legislature—a so-callgd “ Des-
tructive’” Legislature,and turned out by a conglomerate
so-called “conservative’ Legislaturel Leat the facts speak
for thems:lves. He is appointed o the Attorney-
Generalship by Presifent Davis, with whom be never
cast a vote under the old government, or while old
parties existed. And yet President Dav1s iz denouneced
| daily and bourly as a mere partisan! .Again, we say,
| let fucts epeak for themselves.
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A Cross-Eyed Mule.

A gentieman advertising in our paper a few weeka
since for a stroy mule described said animal as crose-
eyed, which it no doubt was. But the idea of the croes-
eyed mule haunted us. We once dreamed of it. DBut
in our dream it was an untrostworthy animal, and kept
twiiting and turnirg itself around, getting drunk,
and appearing with the same cross-eyes, arrayed (it, not
the eyes)) in the garb of a federal major general, and
calling iteelf B. F. BurLzr.

Ard yet our dream did injustice to the mule, for
| ¥1ough reeembling Burner in the obliquity of its vis-
icn, it npever spoke a bad word in its life—pever got
drunk—never stole jewelry—never insulted ladics, or
very seldom. And if_its father was a jackass there are
worse animals than the aforesaid steed of Balaam.—
The dockey is peither mean, cowardly por ferocious,
Burrer is all these, and more too, therefore BurtLer is
a worse " beast ' than the mule, or his father the jack-
ass. We gik pardon of tbe croes-eyed mule, for eom-
paripg him, even in a dream, to the eross-eyed hyena of
New Orleans and Norfolk.

<

Y80 fur ss we have heard from our troops in the army
of Northern Virgioia, the feeling in regard to putting
in the princigmls of substitutes is universally and strong-
| Iy for that measure. This is due less to any calculation
| upon the subject, so far as a knowledge of its necessity
for filling up the ranks is coneerned, than from a belief
that men have hired substitutes that they themselves
might epecula‘e, and thus take sdvantage of the neoes-
gities of soldiers ard tbeir families. That this is 8o in
too many cases, capnot, we fear, be truthfully denied —
To say that it is so in olf, would be to go too far, as all
unqnualificd Jegunciations or sweeping assertions are
apt to do. 'While we agr €e with the general septiment
that, as things have turned out, it is unfortunate that
| the substitate laws were enacted at all, we feel convino-
red tkat there have been cases in which they bave ope-
rated bepeficially to the communitd; and, if they could
be confined to these, would still operate beneficially.
The matter of exemptions does not appear to be so
geverally decided upon among the soldiers ia the field.
They all know tbat the Railroads must be kept up—
that this is as much a military necessity as the putting
of men in the field, for without them armiei could
acither be moved nor supplied. They all koew that to
make the supplies which the roads transport, the in
dustry of the country must go on. They all know that
we are grently deficient iu skilled labor. These con-
siderations must e apparent to all men of common
sense. The true ground s that no exemption
should be granted as a personal favor, but simply
upon the ground that the persén left out
of the army is of more benefit to the country out of the
racks than in them. Congrees, after all, will probably
pass some exemption law.- It is simply & question whe-
ther Coogress shall define the grounds and limits of ex-
emption, or leave them to be deficed by the Execative.
In either ease, we shall not call in question the motives
of Congress, for arguments may be brought forward in
support of either course, but it seems to ua that the
atiment of the country would favor the mode by cor-
tessional enactments, rather than by Executive regu-
lation.
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F ubstitutes aud Exemptions.

Tue man who got out of bed this morning calmly and
without a shudder, is a dangerous character. That man
can bave no sympathy with or feeling for himself, and
if 8 man don’t feel for himself, how can he be expected
to feel for others?

Most people took it coolly—how could they do other-
wise 7 Nothing but a stern devotion to principle car-
tied any man thrangh the necessary and accustomed
ablutions. Every now and then throngh the night, a
crush told of the breaking of some limb, or the fall of
some tree, overburdened and pressed down by the weight
of ice.

Night before lust was & night, as we remarked once
before. It would huve struck anybody «f common
gense that any other body of common eense who had a
roof to cover him would be uoder the cover of said
roof, yet, strange enoagh, away alter ¢leven o'clock we
heard some party or parties “squecling ™ and snortling
sround in a promiscaous manner, casing us to get up
and look aroucd for the “ ire.” - We are happy ta say
that we did not tnd it. With an exclamat on some-
thing like mill-pond epergetically proncunced, we went
to sleep.

From the Dublia Naton, Yov, 7.
THREAMERICAN WA,

ANSWER OF WILLIAM 8MITH
MEAGHER

O'BRIEN TO GENKRAL

Kmrarsey, Oct. 28, I563.
My Dear Smyth—1 perceive that our friend T. F.
Meagher, not satisfied with baviog male, in America, a
series of brilliant orations in favor of a continuance ol

the copicus voeabulary of vituperation which he com-

macds. Now, it is not forgotten by me, at least, that
when, in 1854, the Know Nothing pariy ol the Nor'h
ern States sought to prescribe tre Icish-born popu's- |
tion, the Scatherners, with Mr. Wise, the Governor of
Virgivia. at their h ad, co-operated with the nobler
gpiriis of the North, i erazhiig that mischievons fac.
tiop. It is pot forgotien by me that powhere did I
find u kindlier leelivg towerds [relacd than at Charlose
tor, where the names ol Shields and of Meagler were
menticned with i ecthnsiasm thal  they would have
tuiled to exeite among the par'y to which Meagher bae
lately surrendered hims i

Io the letter which yor have reeently pabliched, Gen-
eral Meagher repeatecly designates the Sonthern rebels !
as arstocrals ggow. 1 amunable to diseover upon
what maniiestations of Southera feeling he founds this
charge that the seeession is an aristoeratic, and not a
popular movement. It seems U7 mue that there bas el
dom boen an icsurrection which bas, with sach upaol
mity, embreced &li clusses of gociety 83 the s cession ¢l
the Southern States. Lf this e so, it is uuworthy of &
statcsnan to econdescend to raise prigadicss agaiost the
Soutterners by calling them wrastocr 5. 1t is the mor
inconsistent because he taunts the Emperor Napoleon

the civil war that has raged durioz npearly three years

to enlist under the Federal bavners upon  their arrival
in America. _

I perceive, also thut  you have endorsed the opir iuua
containad in that deypa'ch with your approval.

Neverthelsss, I eddr g this communication to you
in fall contidence that you + ! give 'o the public an op-
portupity of considering dves that pre totully at var-
lance with those which have been put forsard by you
acd by Gen. Meagher. ‘ ‘

‘I'wo years ago I ventured to address such of the po
liticians of A meriss; ne have shown a disposition te
pay respect to my opipions an earncst prayer that they
would submit to amicable adjustment the questioos
which bhad rent in twain the United Siates, ratier than
that they should continne to maessacre each other.

My suggestions were received with d:ference, but |
can searccly complain thbat they were not adopte i
when the mediation of the K1 peror of the Freuch was
declined by Congress in terms which indicated that auy
offer of this kind would be considered intrusive.

Whilst such a epirit is evinced by the Federals, those
friecnds of America who desire to witness the termina
tion of this war are silenced; and I "shouid pot have
breken thissilence if Gin. Meagher had not made an
:Speal to his fellow-countrymen, whieh, if left unanswer-

, mght induce many thousauds of Irishm-n to saeri-
fice themselves in a contest for which their in'ervention
is not demanded by any obligations of duty.

I cennot calculate at legs than 200,000 the number
of Irishmen who have ulready fallen in this horrible
warfare. T'hese men have fallen in the prime of lile —
in the vigor of youth and strength. Had they fallen
in contending for the freedom of their country, their
wmemory would have been couscerated in the annal!s of
patriotism. ‘Tkeir hervism would bhave teen sdmired
even by those who hate our natioa—but truth cumpels
me to say that these brave men are now regurded ar
mere mercenaries, who, for the sake of a hardful of
dollars, enlist themselves in a strile, the sole object of
which is to determine whether one-third or the citizers
of the Stat.s shall be governed aocording to their own
free choice, or shall be coerced to submit to a connee-
tion and to a Government which they repudiate and
abbor.

I shall not inquire how many of thes: Irishm:n have
been induced by the eloguence f Gen. Meazher to fling
themeelves into a premature grave, but I feel convinewd
now, as ia 1861, that if the Irish popalation of Amcri-
ca had thrown the weight of tbgir iufla-pee into the
acale in favor of peace, the miseri s of war, which have
devastated a region that ten yeurs gince enjoyed a great-
er amount of material prosperity than any other porction
of the globe, might have been averted.

I felt it io be my duaty to take is:ue with Geuera!
Meagher on this peint, irnmadiately after his first ora-
tion in Boston in favor of the war. My remonstrave:s
were ot that time voavailiog. He raised his brigadis !
Where are they ncw/ Yet I feel convine d that the
time will arrive when all Irisbmea will regret that my
adviee did not prevail over tre exhortations of cur ¢lo-
quent and popular friend.

Nothing but a sense of duty could place me in au-
tagoniem to a comrade who sharcd many ot m[y hopes
and disappointmeants ; bat us tuere are gome in Lieland,
and in America, too, who pay att ntion to what I =y,
I feel it to be incumbent upon me, ut a time when thou
sands upon thousands of Irishmen are quitting our
shores, to declare that it would be ivfinitely better for
them to remain at homg earniug a shiliing a day than
to be seduerd by the glitter of milita'y troppings —bj
the solicitatiors of erimps and mau:brokers—ur vy the
invocation of the mcs: splendid oratory —to perish as
mercenaries in the uuholy strife which now Jos: lutes
the States of Amcrica. .

Gen. Meagher complains thgd the Irish pecp’e have
identified themselves with the Orangenen and : ories ol
England in their sympathy with the retels of the South
This charge proceeds from a misconception of the state
of feeling that prevails in this country. ‘Lhere ure fuw
Englishmen or Anglicised Irichmcn who do not rejoies
in the separation which bas taken place between tie
Northern end Southern States, because they were uc-
customed to fecl that the growth of American power
under the Union was so rapid as to become «xtremel,
formidable to Kngland. Op the other Llund, the
patriotic party In Ivelund dieply regret ihe scver-

ance of thbe States, becanss they found the in-
creasing str;‘ of the Upited S ales a grardutee
agaiust Englsh oppreasion, which,  unda
various contingencics, might be u«iul for
the protection of Ireland. But aiter this war bad un—
bapily broken out—when, from the course ol events, it
beeame manifest to all mankind that there is berween
South and Norih an alienation of celivg whieh einot
be recenciicd —when it became evident that the Scu'h
even if conquered could be retaived in connoetion wih
the North only by coercion—then the lovers of human
freedom—the upholders ol the right of scif government
began to feel that thougzh the dissolution of the Union
might be a great calamity, its maiutenapee by sucu
means a3 are etaployed by Russia in order to retain Po-
land uoder subjection, would be a greater evil. lostead,
therefore, of hounding on the combatauts to mutual
destruction, wi earnestly pray that the Americans may
gettle their d.flereccrs by nmicable adjnstment, vveo
though the separation may be injurious to us

Permit me farther to observe that, whi'st the putriots
of I.eland deeply lament the destruciion aud rapine
which now desolate Amurica, those Koglishmen who
hate the Americans—and they are not a faw—rejoice to
witness the fury with which tie Northerns contivu- to
carry on the war, because the exhaustion of resocurces
which war prodaces to bith the contending pacties,
strengtbens the relative ascendancy of Fnglish—pows
er. Those Englishm.n, also, who hate Ireland—and
they are pot a {uw—ure delighted to find ench a man
a8 Meagher stimuintipg his fellow-counirymen to ru-h
into the shambles in which butchery awaits them. ! ley
know that every Irishman who has fled to Awmerica i
an enemy of Englacd. Natarally, thercfore, they re-
joice when they learn that the number of their enemies
i8 diminished weekly by the operations of a relentless
war. We, then, who wish for peack. are entitled to re-
but the charge of Gen. Meagher by declaring that he

ur
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is acting agart which is acceptable to those whom he
calls the “ Orangemen and Tories of England.”

An impression prevails in the minds of some of onr
deluded fellow-countrymen to the efiect that General
Meagher is exciting them with ench earnestzess to take
part in the civil war of America, with a view to pre-
pare them for an i~vasion of Ireland. A mcre absurd
mode of preparing them to attack an enemy wus never
devised by the imagioation of man. It is not toid how
many Irishmen who enlisted in the Southern arinies
have been sent into another world by Mcagher's bri-
gads ; but it bas been stated—I believe on his cwa au-
thority—that he carried twelve Lundred fine ycung
Irishmen into the battle of Federicksburg, and that he
brooght out of that engagement unharmed only two
bundred and fitty. Could the worst enemies of Ireland
desire that the Irish should be sparred to destruction
by infatuation more insane than that which thus in-
ﬂnce; Irishmen to butcher each other in this accarsed
war

Geveral Meagher excuses us on the ground that we
are ignorant respecting American aflairs, and abstains
from imputing base motives to our desire that peace
should be restored in the Western world. Following
his example, I will not impute to him improper motives
for the course which be has adopted. Had he received
the bonors which are due to his eloquence and to his
gallantry, his motives might bave been questioned, but
we have been led to believe that Meagher, as well as
Shields, has been treated with much indignity by the
Federal Government, and whilst we wonder at the {or-
Ei:tng disposition that has been displayed by our gal-

t Brigadier, we feel bound to dissnade var country-
men from entering a service in which they will be placed
foremost in every post of danger, and last in every dis-
tribution ¢! konors and emoluments.

Baut if our oratorial friend spares us, he shows no
such decorous reserve towards the Southerners, who
were accustomed to receive with kindness and hoepi-

tality the exiles of Irgland. Upon them he exhausts

ia the United States. hus <eat a dispateh to Irelund | W
which is evidently ictensed to induce Irish em grants | bis |

| of urope.

th being o »arvenw, and becnuse it is v.'t-.ll koown to
riends the. General Meagher bimeelt fecis it to be
a tutject of honorable pride that be i3 dt:.‘::eifﬂllt:lj from
the ebicfs of Ikerrin. Ior my part, L believe that the
t rm aristocrat is just us applicable to the Noithiern o8
1t i3 to the Southerns, and I have beca told that the
moneyed aristocracy of New York are more purs:
proud snd overbearing in their manners than the rich-
v8t and most aristocratic plauters of the South. 1
no: foand this remsrk on my own observation, for I ex |
erienced nothing bat courcesy in all parts of Ameried.
But General Meagher wholly mi=und: rstands the nature
of Irishmen, if he sappos-a that e ¢an raise in their
miods a pr judice aguiust a party by caliing tiem aris- |
tocrats. Ana Irishman naturaliy loves to ’

do

4 “U:

d s oeg”
—por i8 thig surpriging, tor many of vur peasantey fesl
that though rhey bave lost property and station by the
fidelity of their avecstors to their country and o thuir
religios, st:l as noble blood flowg in their veins as that
which is to be found amongst the proudest potcutates
1ke Svutherns may, therctore, ace:pt with
price the deignation aristocrats, and Irishmen will hoa
or thim the more on secount of this appeilation, when
they learn that many of the most promincot families 10
tbe Scazh quitted the richest homes of Kngland and |
Ireland becuuse they loved religicus and political free- |

dom better than the delights whigh bulong to aristoera-

{ tical indulgeacea iu the land of their birih.

Geuo. M sgh. r s more sure of excilicg amopgst us
prejudices against the Southerns wien ke calis them
slave owners thao when he degiguates them as aristo—
crats. ‘I be Irish people feel an invincible aversion to
the institution of slavery ; and if this war were really
a war of emancipaticn, there would be few in Ircland
who would not pray for the success of the Northerrs
But no one kuows vetter than Gen. Mesgher that the
present war 1s not a war for the emancipalion of the
slaves, but that it is a war whig'i ia earricd »n for the
purpose of upholding the Union. No one knws bet—
ter than Gen. Meagher that a larze majority or those
who are fizhting 1n tke ranks of the Northerus regard
the abolitionists of slavery es a mischieveus god fapat—
ical faction—that tiis majority would eontinue to up=
hold and enforce the detestuble “ Fugitive Slave Law,”
and ell the oser eppliances incidental to siavery, pre—
vid:d that tle slavebolding States would return to the
Upioo. 1ad it beea & wur of emancipation, Congre:s
wou!d bave seized the opportunity eflorded by the se
cession to epact and promulgate the frecdom of evary
glave 1n the Uwited States. Bat it has done no such
thing. It bas authorized President Lie o to declare
that the slaves of rcbels, over whom Le bas no ‘sway,
are {ree, but -the slaves of the loy.l upisolaers of tue
Usion, who are subjzet (o the legelation of Cougress,
are still consigned to everlasting bondage.

N o ene kcows beiter than General 3eaghes thar the
coiditioc ¢fthe em ancipated slave in the Norih is more
bumilicting o a s-psitive spirit than the cotorced sub
jeetion wiiich is maiptained in tbe Scuth. He kpnows
that, with a s iadividual exeepiions, the Nortlern
Em.peip tor will neither eat, pray, nor traved with mrn
ol ealor—even ihoorh they be us well educuted wod
refizcd aa the most accomplished of the white popila-
tion ile kaows that the President has beld eui no
allicr hope 10 the emancipated glaves of the Sou'h than
that of compuisory removal to gyme lard dis'ant from
she hones of their ehildhiood.  Hle knows that the coo-
dition and prospeets of the emancipaicd sluve are such
that of the many millions of slaves to whom the prescut
war has afforded an opportunity of fleeing from servi-
tude, oly a few thousands have scuzht to escape,
though tbey have been stimulated by the Noertheros,
pot ouly to {lee from their mesters, but ¢ O to plunder
and to massacre the familics amongst wl. m they Lave
lived itom their iufancy. He has yet to learn that the
Southerns may prefer 1o trost themselves to their slaves
rather than submit to Northerr domisation ; apd that
before this horrible struggle ghall be ended we may wit-
ness the invasion of the North by half a m:liioa of ecl-
ored troeps, armed and led by their former masters.

(icd forbid that I should say a werd in luvor of sla.
very. The oue redceming advantage which 1 have cou-
templated as a possible result of thiz eonflict is, that it
may induce t! »~ Southerps voluntarily to emaacipate
their slaves ; but I will not allow my couatrymen to be
so migled by grandilcqaent vituperatiou as to belleve
that this present war is a war undertaken for the aboli
tion of slavery in America. Asfor our friend dMeazhion
nimsell, I bave no reason to suppose thatl he ever objoce-
t&! to be the ~r»st or the friend of thisz “ who grow
slecls und bhau_.ty on the<eweat of the blick skin;”
ard of, like s e of Lis fiiends at Mohile and Cliarieston,
he bad inbei  =d an estate to which 2 few lundred slaves
were attache !, I am by no means conviveed that he
we uid emancipate them. :

Havipg thus endeavered to diseouncet from the maig
(ae-tion at issue the various fallacies and prejudices by
which it bag been sucrounded, Inow sdidress myscll 1o
the question whethier Virginia, Carolina, Georgis, All-
hafll +, Mississippi and the other seccding Slales, buve
or have not a na'ural and indefeasible right to deteroiing
what form of governm-ut i3 most condaciva to Lheir in
terest, ard acceptanle to their feclings. T'his appears 0
to me 1o be a qstion which does not almit of argu-
ment on the part of those who; like i. F. Meagher,
have conten led thut Ireland and Poisd have a moral
right to withdraw from the domiuaiion of Kogland or
of Ru-sia.

There iz, perhups, no part of the worid in which tl_;f'
oregsure of metropelitan  dominion is  less felt than io
Canuda, vet Geu. Meagher would not =i.-;:y to the C:n-
adiane the rieght 1o deelare their 4ndependence, or to os-
socia‘e themsplvoe with the States of Ameriea. 1t ig
difficjur, therefore, to understand by what process ol
ressoniag be can eatisty himseif that Ireland epjoys such
a right—tbat Polaud e: joys sach a right—that Canada
enjoys such a rizhi-—hat Australia erjoys such aright;
bu: the States of America, waich pever, lor a memeat,
relic quighed the uille of sovercignty thut bulongs to
them udividusliz, oaght to be debarced ftom the enjoy
urent of a similer rizht. VWeith very questionable taste
ke givea, instead of an arzum gl spee fote, in which be
relates & jrivate conviraaiion that wus biidar New
York by Mr. Toombg, a distingunisbed Southery, whose
sympathies with Ireland and Irishmen have been unreser
vedly exhibited. This conversation i3 given as gecoad
hand. (en. Meagher did ot hear it bimsclf. The in-
ference whieh_he wishes bis resders to draw from i ig,
that the chie. men ol the South stimulated the seeession
movemeot sulely in order to preserve for themselves a
monopely of the [cflic of the Southern States.

Now, I may be allowed to set off conversations which
I beard mysef against thos: which General Meagher re-
ceivtd through report from a friend. When I was in
Georgia, in the year 1859, I had the pleasure of spend-
ing two days at the heuse of Mr. Toombs, and two days
at the house of Mr. Stephens, Vice President of the
Con'ederate States, Our conversation naturally turn-
ed much vpon the relations which then existed between
the Northern and Soathern States. My hosts, one of
whom had retived from public lite, said nothiog that
could induce me to think that their mind3s were eff ct-
ed by considerations conuected with official patronage,
but they complainéd much of the cainmuice which were
daily vented against the Scutherns by & portioa of the
Northern press. They spcke wi h indignation of the
incentives by which their slaves were encouraged to re-
volt agaiost them-—they complained of the ipjusiice,
commercial and founcial, which the Southern Sta'es
noderwent, as a conscquence of their conpection with
the North—they spoke of the Secession as & probable
contingency—as an eveut which would probably impose
upon them many sucrifices ; but they statea that these
sacrifices would be accepted by the South as an alter-
native preferable to a continuauce of the relations which
then subsisted between tbe Northern acd Southern
States,

These conversations were beld more than a year be-
fore the election of Mr. Lincoln—at a time when, ac-
cording to Gen. Meagher, the Southerners were occa-
pants of all the irfluential positions of the Geperal Gov-
ernment. 1 do not remember that the interests connect-
ed with official patronage wera brought into discussion,
but, even if they had been brought forward, I do not
conceive that any imputation of * lawiess ambition and

o
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lust of power,” of “eclfish and insatiable ambition,”

could be found upon the introduction of such elemente
into the consideration el this question. 1.2t us sappose
that, in 1782, the Irish patriots had learncd that, in

by & corcession of the demands of Ireland, the British

who would undoubtidly have filed all officizl s'ations
with Englishmen, or with Irishinen who were opp 8od
to the national interesis—wonid M.agher

|

between the Svuthern acd Northern States of America, ‘|

These (orts and srecoals belocged as much to the |
\ 5 . . |
Southerners as 1o jhe Northerners, aad as the seces=ion !

£0 it gave 10 the Scutherpers those which are situated
in the scerding Stutes.
1843, had beea sace 3:fu!, would not Geoeral Meaghber
have laughed 1@ peoto any oue
proacied him for taking possession or Spike lsland, be-

I“..E'_fn} 41 I-'Ert!i-a.! to Cot K.

-
v

L.t it uot be sunposed, how: v thet I write thess
peses with a view Lo justify the Seeession.  Wien 1
ma ¢ o tour in the Southern Stat:s of North America
in 1859, | ecarnce Iy inplered iy Soutliern {riends to
conounee the idoa of a separction

to be disastrovs te tbem, as well as 1o the xhole of the

1 puh‘::'.

3
‘e

i!_y peacenl negotia
had fired upon Fort Sam'er.
nuturel that the inimbitants of the Northern States |
should mect foree by force in the maintensoee of the |
Union. Mre. . W. Beecher asked anauditory in Lon- |
doa Inst weck whetber Koglizlancn would or ought to |
tolerete the s-cession of Keat from the politieal moeity |
which row bolds togetlier the guveral conuties of Kng- |
land. I woswer withour hisitation that such a servs- |
sion ought to be prevented by feree, whilat Kenl enjoys |
cquality of qizis with the other inhabitants of Britaio ; |
aud tbough 1 waintsin, speaking theoretieally, that |
Seniin Cuar lina er Maine vrjoys s right to withdraw |
frum Le Union, yet, as o practicul qtestion, it is not
unvarural that the other membirs of the United States
should codeavor to preven! by foree o gecession which |
may be icjurions to the whole Union.  Bat sioce, after |
a suerresion of bloncy engegements, it has been seen |
that what sporared at first to be the whim of a siugle
Stute is e deliburate resolve of seversl milions of
people—sisee it Lag been scen that, though contending |
ander meny difficeltics ard disudventages, the Scuthern {
leadera have displayed more able gtatesmanship snd
more skillful strateey then have? been exhibited by thair
adversarics—wlhen it is mantfest thut they posaecss all
the gnaliffeations which render a people fitted for sclf- |
government—an aticmpt to covrce them into enforeed |
bjretion becomes nothing  less than urjustifiable and
intolerable tyrarny. At the t:me when, 1a 1861, 1 ad-
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dressedt a letter on thia eabject to Mr. Seward, it was
gaid by the Northerns that the wor wouwl be :'
termizeted  in three montls; yet now, alter
the lapse  of thicly mouths, it i3 doubtial |
whether Washington is not exposcd to  great-

s

er aargor than 18 1o b2 upprchended by Rietmoud or |
Churleston 3 and aithouch tbe Noribherns hold military

occupation of many important pogts in the Souathern

territoiy, they do not appesr to have reconziled to their |
domicion any important section of the inhabitante of |
tae rivolted States. The question, toerclore, recurs
which I put to Mr. Seward in 1861 : Assuming that |
you willy goorer or luter, conquer the Southera States,

how du you propuse to govern them ? It yoa leave to

them the rights of selt-gavernmeat, which they have

hitherto enjuyed, they will be moce dangerous 1o you |
as unwoling essociates than they cowid Lein the gaise |
of cpun encmirs.  There t | po other

policy by which th territorica ean be governed ex-

copt thut which was formerly «dopted by Eogland to- '
wards Ireland, end which is vow practiesd in Poland by !
Mouravi-ff and Berg, uader the sanction and spproval |
o! the tyrant Alexander. Thiz ks the pelicy of contis- |
caticn, devasiation and extermisation.  {bat lean and |
huoery adventurers should eovet the rich posscssions of |
the Heuthern planters, end urge forward a system of |
conlizea'ion and exterminaticn which will rescrable the

p aniation of Ulster and the cruelties o Cromwell, is |
exteemely nataral 3 but itis a s:dciacle painfal a:;d!
Lumiliating to all lovers of freedom to fizd one of the

reprocentative men of the Irish rac '
and 4 Catlolic—vindicatlitg a ¢uurse of policy similar
to that swhich expelicd the natives of Ireland from therr
posscesion: and trom their homes,

I have speut muoch time in analy.ing the 1@tter of
Guenernl Mesgher, bees ~n it iz addressed to
& private {riead, it wasevidentiy written a8 un appeal
to. the publi¢c opinicn of 1kis country. Though 1t is
overlad: n with comulative
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use, althou

prepared with care aud desen
Lo ks regpeet it esutrasts favorably  with ai clection
tqain recently addressed by Mr. Meaghcor to £ electors
of Qiio inopp to ihe clasms of Mr. Val

T I,
alnnaigs |
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iender of every sort of tyrausical u-urpation—1. F.
Lleagher, the young tribune, once the chawmpion of his
couulry's irecdom, has beeome the advoeate of a system
of Govirament which earricg into efl-et its poliey—-

By euspeading tee weit of Libeas corpus, and there-
by subjecting the € liberty of every citezen of
the Un 1 i & singie ruler of his
miniong.

1y
t‘;r::'.:;th the
cann
mous ra

itary cxecution,
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inlo runss of e Fuoloral army,
irsimmeatality o conscription, all who
tLer detiverance by an enor-
ivirer, neder e wercor of mil-
yilitng cosseripts into ficld of battle

whure ey

y perist or a cans2 waich I8 not sauctiored
by loe approv.
ipus i e ¢onstita-

| of thelr 0wn gonseiences.
}l‘. ling
tion of the Uaied Swlcs, were guarantesd Lo caca io-
dividual State,
Laatiy, by (raterns
W18 i LLis | wnl €n
sue:t

t of mcasures peains the nobic P
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How difle out 4 career lay open to cur fLivud.  Pos
seeving the leve
Amerieans, native as well us Irviah born, he might have
appiied Lia persuasive dietion to the restoration of peace, |
instead ol urginge these millions to fling their sons ivto |
the fire which now buras before tiie altar of Moloch.—
He mizht have taught the Canadians to look to Amer- |
ics for a model of political institutions, and lor an iden- ‘
tificalion of iutercsis, instead of repelling them by the |
taxation, by the cousecription, by the mouopolisiog tar- |
iffs, and by the ls: of purcomal liberty, which have fol- |
lowed, as cons=que: cz3 from this civil war. Je might |
bave gladdeved the beart of all who belonged to the op- |
pressd natiovalities cof the world by pobly vindicating
the cause of buman [re:dom on beball of thess who
suffer in every clime, ivstead of efzu:-..‘-:ra,; i(.{rr_.m_—‘fgt
smongst those who welcomre to America the emissaries |
of the erucl & Gt who pow tortures a brave and nobhie
re.ca.

The enemics of Ircland will rejoiee that be has mode
such o choi e etween these alternatives; but thongh he
may tind defenders and apologists amongst a few nttach-
ed friends, our heads droop with shame when we find
ope of our chesen chicie thus leading the support of hig
griat abilitiea to the causc of the oppressor rather than
to the protection of 1he oppircssed. To no one bag the
ilangnage employed in America upen many occasi ns |
by Geucral Meagher since the ccmmencrment of this
war given more pain thaa to myself; and snce he has
invited 20 expression ef the opinicn of his country-
men, 1 no longer feel myself at liberty to preserve gi-
lence. Eirnestiy, ther-fore, do I warn all those who
gre about to emigrate from Ireland against taking any
jart io the disastrona contention which is now going on
in America, even though they maey be tempted by the
rhetoric of one of I:eland’s most gifted sons to fling
themselves into the abyss in which sc many who have |
gone before them have peristiel.  Beliove me, my dear |
friend, very eincerely yaours, _ '

] Wicrrax Sxrra O'Berigx.

P. J. Snmyth, Esq., Irishman.
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The followiag commeut upon Mr. O'Brien’s letter

—hims-!lf an ¢x’le |

|
5 epithets of declamatory - |
vee'ive, it is o predaction which Las evidently bueen |
s dehilerate re ponse. |

bara, in whose pirson edl the rizhits which buloug to a |
friascliiz=n have been viclated., Sad, indoed, i3t to |
me to tind that one cowrade, who was once {ha cham
pron ¢i hameo lberty, has colisted bimsclf es the de-

aeed in earryiaz into effect |

orms |

———— —— .
e ——————

will give scme ides of the effect which may he
pated frem it : ’
KiLsrongy, Rostrevor, Nov. 4. 1602
stead of the amicahle adjustment which then took piace | To the Editor of the Irishman :— ' '
Dear Sir :—Permit me to express publicly m
mioistry had appoiited a Lord Lieu epant in Irelaud |ificaticn at the spprarance 6f Mr, O’
W hen
dressed by Mr. Meagher to Mr Smyth, which
huve re- | published in the Irishman, of the 17th October, | |
proached them 1t they hiad male the appointment of | that it was a document {hat required an angwer on
guch i Liard [ientenant a eosns bell:, and had sabject- _Epa.rt. of the peple of Ieclond. 1t was an appeal to |
ed to the arbitrament of the swoud the qocstions thet 'upini.-u from no Irish exile whoae }.—i:li;mf talonta -
were then at issue beiween KEnglaud srd Ireland ?— | heavy ruff rings have given him VEry §'rong HARSing: 1os:
Netther is Mr. ‘lToombs 1o be blamed for having taken ! on Irish synllmtlly. And it has been answercd hy Y
into sccoant this element in couvsidering the relations | man who. beyoud ail nthers, is best entitled to ay
¢ Upoa the question of the Ay,
E¢nally uniessounble are the reproaches with which | can war, as upon almost every other politica) fuest
the Southerners have been assailed, becanse At the time | the gentiments of Mr. O’Brien are the sentiments |
of the sceession they took prssession of the ‘oris acd [ the great maj rity of the ]nguplc- of Ircland, Mo js
arsena's which were sitnated in the Southern territory. | representative man of the lrish nation, as

the American question.

for the frish nation.

any empreror, king, president,
of the independeut nations of

naturally gave to tie Northerers the arsepals and | gation lies in base subjection uader the foot of
dock-yards, which were situated in the Northern Sta‘es, | eigner, at ieast we may boast that pot the
: 1 free pations has a manlier representative than ou
It the 11‘1r«h insurréetion of | \lr. ()'l;lil'u re p]ivg in Mr. M'I':I fl_i r f{i

| ately, conclusively,

| refutes with diguity.

Awmerican trouble commenec
| m ud of the great majority ol

| who think for themselves upo
| For my own part, I fear that I conld n: i write w
wLich ecu'd not fail | Such temper-apon that subjoct.
ri ean of the Coofedorute
Wien I learned that, instend of endeavor— | M€ it is misery to thiok of the buadeed thousand of |,
ing 1o ob!ain redress lor resl or imugicary grievadeas | Countrymen who have taken up arms to kill the m
ions, the forces of Sonth Caroiina | the South, ard ivsult their women, and luy waste
[ thought it extremely | bomes, in order to foree them to submit to a yo

I!:t p:.

[!:l'}‘ reiuse,
1 am, dear gir, truly

s W e LR,

rend the !

(8™

or prime minister |

the world. Al

'l'sl'.'.
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Whatever Mr. Mengher by
who shenld have re |forth £3 an argument le examines wi i conrt
: aseas ¢ A “t; tells the reul menni
L canse it wag ealled by the Knliah a British fort.— cohject of the wor now raging in Am rica, the re
Fort Super staceds an rebadion to Charleston in o po.-‘i- at stake between N wth and South,
don exactiy simglar tr that wihieh = cecupiad by Snike | the fortanes of the Irish ab ttora
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TELEGR

ntered according to the Act of Congress, in the via
1543, by J. 8, THaASHER, in the Ulerk’s Office of the 14
triet Court of the Confederale States

Dugtrict of Georgin,

APHIC

fieporta of thie Pross Asencintion

for

the Norlber

FROMNORTHEEBN VIRGINIA,

Craxag C. I, Va., Joau. Fth. is i
Lnow faiito the depth of foar irches lnst
| weathor ie milder to-day, sod the snow disapg earirg
Slanke!s and overcoats are needed for the soldiers. N

itary movement of any kind.

CAPTURE QF

|

d
bundred and twenty-five

(125)

Ligl

YANKEES,
Rrcnaoxp Jan., Sth

A telegram from Gen lee aunousees the caplore, in Har
¥ Ccunty, ef one Lundred and twenty-five (125) eatt

muic i &and two

| (200) prisoners. The despateh does vol stut> wlo o
| ded tha forces makiog jthe capture.

GEN., MUOIGAN IN RICHMOND.

Gen. Morgan, Lady arcd Staft arrived heve last night «0

oldven o'clock from Danville.
pot by a commit ee of tha City
Buliard Houae,

Morgan, accompanied by the

| immenae crowd nad askembled.
| introduced to the concruree by
wurd, emid prolonged cheers, and said : F

where a nuinher of
and ciyiliavs awaited his arrival.
recepticn room, where he received the warm grectioge
old friend+ and new scqiainfances. This forervon Gier
rted

battalion of infantrr to the City Hall, in foont of whis

Ricnxorn, Jun. 84

He was received n
Counncil and ercort
distingniahed
e was condue

Mayor, was es
At noon Gep. Mo

tha M ayor. e
sllow
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I thank you for tLis reccption. 1 hope that my fature ¢

will prove that |
done me. b
| neas.,
.
Eevtuzky, Fx-Gov. Letcher,an
then escorted back to tha B
ce vod nofmeious calls. Hais i

healin,

Briaf specches were mada by Genls. A.
B. Slvart, and Branch, Judge Mocre, tov.
Scn. or

I
d others.
allard

whe

lauag,

2 fine spirits sud ¢

CONFEDERATE CONGURESS.
Dicusoxp, Jan, Bih, 1!

amw not nuworthy of the hozor you
Againl thauk »ou for this mani‘estuiion
M
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i
LW
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Nothiog of iciportance transacted in the Beuvate i
gession, aud we .t into sccret session ot an carly how .,
In tlic House the bill to repeal exemptions was La

is fleally acted on.
| this moruiog agaipst placicg

.

b
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were pecu’inrly enim
gession wad over 4 biill was pae
hibit voiuntcer nidsy, on Ge

.
con {'ripti,‘!..
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Ho fizing to-day.

| INO nRews.
| pairing dainege
change iu the lizot.

| oo plion of Mtk ot tie
t —tanv.
Th
{rpand, and the oflicers of  the
[ eammand of Udl. Thomas J.

| the City Hall Tuesday moruiey sbout 11 o’cloc

and discuseed during all the mornirg houra.
tions to postpoue pnd recommit it were made, and vasi
amoendmenis proposed. The kcur for the specinl orde:
"ived before any important action was taken, and the Hou ¢
} wint into secret sossion. The diseussion dovelrpe

| fact that strorg oppositiun existd 10 potEing vo =werp

| bill, and it is believed it will be greatly maodilled b
The arguments cf sevoral
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Tha Yankees are

5 to 1heir batteries cauged Ly th
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Gubernatortal 2.

w Fprgoel

nilitia rozim

Kvape, lornled 1

Pablic Gaard, ul
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| preceded by the Armory Band, waited upon Gy
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in New York on the 30th December.
l?.‘J}ﬁ, and quipine at $2 02)g a P2 GV per ounce.

is & mistake, as h

Blucg

3 b

|

peppLr

1




